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Dakota Christian School
Annual Society Meeting Minutes
Monday, March 30, 2026

I.  Opening - Scripture Reading (Colossians 3:12-17) and Prayer by President Sarah
BaanHofman
II.  Minutes of March 31, 2025, Annual Society Meeting read by lan Kuipers
a. Motion made and supported to approve March 31, 2025 meeting
minutes. Motion passed.
b. Numberin attendance was 39. Absentee ballots were 12
Ill.  Election of new board members
a. Motion made and supported for the top three individuals receiving votes
will be elected to the board, regardless of the percentage of votes
received. Motion passed.

b. Motion made and supported that in the event of a tie, absentee ballots
will only be accepted on the first ballot. Motion passed.

Cc. Motion made and supported to accept absentee ballots. Motion passed.

d. Thankyou to all of the individuals who have chosen to have their names
put up this evening.
i. Nominees were as follows: Jessica Brouwer, Anthony DeHaan,

Cassie Erickson, Shane Niewenhuis, Pearce Vander Pol, and
Danica Zomer.

ii. Those elected are: Anthony DeHaan, Pearce Vander Pol, and
Danica Zomer.

iii. Expiring board terms are Traci Niewenhuis, Corey Vander Pol, and
Randy Veurink

IV. State of the School Address was given by Student Council President Ty Maas
a. Two blood drives were held this year and donation goals were met, thank

you to all the donors. Veteran’s Day breakfast was held and they plan to
serve an Easter breakfast as well. Fundraisers helped them to donate to
Bien Estar Social in Xela, Guatemala — a government home for girls under
the age of 18 who have been victims of sexual abuse and/or sex-
trafficking. They also sponsor 2 children through World-Vision and gave a
donation of Children’s Miracle Network. Thank you to CHS for donating
the popcorn for concessions and Harriet for help ordering food.

V.  Principal’s Report by Jared Peters & Abby Smikle


http://www.dchs.net/

VI.

VII.

XIll.

XIV.

a.

Thank you to staff and community for the supportfilling in after a teacher
left during the fall semester. A special thank you to Pastor Bennett, Mrs.
Kraayenbrink, and Pastor Nichols for their willingness to teach. The staff
has been discussing the impacts of Artificial Intelligence on their work
during their time of professional development on Friday afternoons. Staff
professional development includes discussions on Artificial Intelligence,
classroom literacy interventions, and if time allows reviewing the book
The Anxious Generation. The education committee is developing a phone
free policy and plans a trial run April 7-24. The calendar for the 2026-
2027 schoolyear was reviewed. South Dakota will no longer provide free
standardized testing to private schools; the current plan is for most
grades to optin and pay for the current state testing while the Juniors will
transition to taking the ACT. There are 4 open teaching positions:
Guidance counselor/Head Teacher, JH/HS Science, K-12 Music, and a
part-time art position. With Pastor Bennett's permission, JH/HS Math will
also be advertised to seek a full-time applicant. There are also 3 open
coaching positions: Football, HS Girls Basketball, and Track. Mr. Peters
thanked all the teachers and coaches for their years of service as well as
the outgoing board members and board nominations.

Mrs. Smikle commended the high school students taking dual credits and
noted there are 6 juniors planning to take the ACT.

Traci Niewenhuis gave a review of the proposed budget which was supported
and approved for the 2026-2027 school year. Motion passed.

a. Please consider giving to the Teacher Salary Improvement Fund.
Reports

a. IvanVan Dusseldorp gave a report on the foundation fund. He
encouraged society members to remember the school in estate planning.

b. Lydia Niewenhuis gave an update on the Fellowship as well as an update
on the Fellowship’s finances. Thank you for your continued financial and
volunteer support.

C. Scrip Report given by Joan Niewenhuis. Emily Ringling will take over for
Joan going forward. Thanks given to those who participate in the program
and all of the volunteers.

d. Cattle Project Report given by Jared Peters. Checking account balance
$33,742.09 and a CD balance of $59,234.

e. Booster Club Report by Shane Niewenhuis. The DC Open will be June

26" in Platte and the Dud Open will be August 6" in Corsica. In addition
to their pledge to DCS they purchased the Senior banners, gym floor
covering, and helped with E-Sports expenses.

Open Discussion —none
Closing Prayer by Joel Muckey



